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FIRST QUARTER = VOLLIBE 16 - NUBMBER 3

OHA’'S CATASTROPHIC

n Break

Omn Saturday, October 22 at 112300 pm,
n major 24 inch waler main broke in
Montgomery Street directly  in frond
of OHA. Alwost dmimediately,  the
basement completely  filled and the
alarmis  went off summaoning  the Foe
[repartiment. The basement filled
in less than an hour attesting o the
tremeendous waler pressure inside
Lhie OIHA basement. Damage wias
Himdted to the basement aond s
contents. Meither the museum or
the mrchives or collections sufered
any divect wiater damage.

The City Waler Depanment was on
the scene and began 1o shut down
thie water muan., o long and compli
cated process that did not achieve
complete  success  wuntil  early
Sunday mfternocn. This doe o the
Fact that, once shol Jdossim, Waaler
atfll bad to deatin from all the
downtown  buildings  connected
Lo Bhe mmaim between shutoll vol ves
and the break in either direction.
The Fire Dept immediately began
pumping cperations

Fhe Mavor wisited the scene early
Sunday and mobilized the Ciiy's
rescurces to help. BEd Kochian was
called and County Water armived
with two huge pumps. It s geaiiiy-
ing that we received abow all the
municipal support that we conld
hove asked for and s soon as we
reguested i

By noon, the water had receded o aboot
sin feet (it was originally aboot ten feel
deepk, ol o sigmilicant armounl of waler
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FROM THE
DIRECTOR’'S DESK

This will be one of the most challenging tmes in
OHA's history, Adthoagh the institution and the
Board of directors had the foresight o hove good
IMESUTANCE COVEragEe, We ane I_':'u,:ing a long roaic] 1w
recovery. YVirtually the entive infrastmicture of the
building has been destroyed or impacied: the ele-
wiitor, the boiler, the phone system, the elecirical
grid, the dedicated e conditioner £ humidilier For
the Frankln asutomobdle exhibit. the musewim
shop. tools. supplies. ete. We are making pood
[ e angd by the time st voul ore reading this
will have had the entlre basement empiied of
debris and then professionally cleaned, This will
allony workmen to epter the basement o begin
repairing £ replacing the infmstractiome elements,

Admeat cenalnly, some of this loss will nm be
fully coversd by insurance, regardless of the gual-
ity of our covernge, OHA will need the help of
everyine; Cily, county, state and Tederml as well as
the general public to make itsclfl whole again. We
are lnunching o peneral Walter Main Break
[?ﬂl:Lﬂ[mpl1e .'|.|1-|1-.-:|| in Movermnbser m plul_'-:: ol our
vaual Lion's Share appeal. We need your suppont
novw more than ever. Thank vou.
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NEW LEGISLATION FAVORS
CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS

Yo can mond mmake a gall o COHA and meceive an added
tax deducton. Under the Katrina Reliel Tax Ball
ithe limit for charikable cash deductions has been raised
fromm 50 percent o 100 percent of adjusted pross
imeome,  This legislslion  covers cazh  gilts only
meade between August 285 and December 31,0 2005,
Contributions to OHA are coversd.

Ulnder this Hilll, axpayvers 59 aod older con also with
deaw Tands from gualifed ethement plans and TRA
socounis o make additional charitable contributions,

These withdrawals will be added 1o the donor’s
mljusted gross income and will be fully deduoctible,
thereby eliminaiing any tax on the chadiable sl
Your consideration in making an additional contribu-
tion, or o larper than anticipated contribution to CHAL
haetween now and Decembier 20, is especial iy importand
i us a8 we sirive o recover (mom the recenl water
dism=ier,

Thank vou,
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“TISTHE SEASON

Wewe decked the halls with balls of hally and more,
Fonjoy the almosphere ol a Yictorian Chrisbmoas as The
citey Lo the musewm s transformed into an Easglisl
marketplace. Visit 2nd floor exhibits and displays on
the spirit of the sesson, Enjoy o collection of working
kel Trains el up by the CNY Chapler ol the
Mational Bailway Historical Scciety. Be amazed at the
sive of o miniature Victovian village collection from
Vernon, MY, Experience s Mexican Christmas
celebiation. Learmn abowr Christnas Past through an
cxhibit of holiday tovs,

The holiday exhibits and displays will be open
Movember 25, 20680 until Jamuaery #, 2HG duning
regular musewm howrs. Happy Holidays! and God
Bless e BEveryone !

Syracenet Elndveraily Cluweceilor SNorey Confor Toues O8N duniig Syrocicss
Warkivunes 21T

SYRACUSE WELCOMES 2005

Chaneellor Maney Cantor initisted n new  progrom
Cor amcoming Syracose University neshmen that was
designed for them to discover the clty they will be
livimg in for the nexi four years. Called “Syracuse
Welcomes 20057, the progrom introduced over 2000
freshmen o the “soul of Svrocuse,” E'lr-m.l|m wilh
guides touded CHHLAL Evie Canal Muzeum, the Everson
and MOST. OHA looks forward 1o hosting the Class
af 2006,
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THE KNOW-IT-ALLS... OHA EDUCATION DEPT

On the ropd describes the very busy fall schedule of the Know-it-Alls aka OHA
Fowcation Department, S0l weerne exhibitors ol the Cicero-Morth Syracuse
Schonl Dhsteict professional development day for instructional seaffl in gracdes
K-12: S5UNY Cortland’s Professicnal Parnerships in Education: A Program
For Mew Faculty sl OMNCENTER; CMNY Council for the Secial Stedies annual
confemnenees ab the State Faivgrounds; SU-ESEF Caollege an Moon f.il::lnn'_'..': ared the
public program presented at the War Momorial dMilvary Memovabilia Exhildan by
the LS5 Constitution Museum from Boston. WHEW ! The word is now ot abouai
our pew school tour fTormads, availobility of presentations or school distric
professional development davs, interactive outreach programs and programs for
the senior community. Crientation tours for new DESTINY USA stalf were held
al OHA in October along with tours for all 8th grade classes from the Onondaga
Clentral Schioo]l Phstrct.

Education:l Assistant Scoit Peal aka Syracuse s first Mayor Harvey Baldwin got
the OHA Teen Drama Troape ready for rehearsals for A Touch of Dickens”
This incredible group of children from all over Symense and Onondags County
rh_'rl'l.:-rrnn_'-'.l IHckens, A Chrstrmoas Coaral™ at CIRAS L.aght llp Syracuse Holiday
Program: in the Redhouse for Chrastmas al Armory Square: and the Liverpool
Public Libmry, Planning is now in the works for school winter and spring break
carmps ol CHHA w0 Keep walch ot CHHA s wwebsite Tor upoommiang details, Finally,
OHA Ed stall lost all acocssories, props and drama troupe costumes when 10F
of water froam a water main outside OHA burst into the basement. I anvone has
costuming that would be snitable for cur presentations such as capes, shirts,
Bomnels, wiglels e, ]'||1.-'.|.=-n-: call Scoit Peal s 4780771,

The know-ji-alls are everywhere, IF you have a great idea for a program, do oot
hesitate to call 428- 1564 1o let o know what yoo know. .

YOU'VE GOT MAIL...

As p o valupble member of CHHA we want (o keep you up-to-date with the Latest
e greadesn infommation sireaming from our exciting organi#ation from The com
fort of your own home and computer! Just send an email message o Assistant
Firectorn, Tom Hunter (ohatomb & yahoo,com) with your email sddress today,
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OLD IRONSIDES DOCKS
IN SYRACUSE

The US5 Copstitution aka “CHd Tronsides” came
o Syrascuse the week ol October 24-300 LIS Maval
staff and educational staff from the USS
Constitution Museam gave 635 in-school presenta-
tioms W Hh grsders in Syrocuse and Onondaga
County schools. A Iree K-12 teacher workshop
wias held ab the ONCENTER on October 25th and
a free public progrm was given on October 29 &
Jh o OHAs military exhibit area ol the War
Memorial, Staff demonstrated how to make sail
and rope amid displays of 1812 CHd Irensides
repricduction memorabilia ie: uniforms, hats,
meddical equipment. dietary necds and enteriain-
ment. Kids were treated to hands-on activities
ingluding making navy knots, coloring and writ-
ing their names in copper Lo b installed on the
hull of Old Ironsides. Every hoor oaval stalf
demonstrated how the LTSS Constitution’s large
cannon wis prepared for Aring in troe 1812 style.
Heliredd rnii'ihl:r_'..' FH:n:.l.:-n.m.-]. mililary Pe-enacions
and enthusiasts plus childven (rom some of the
scheols where in-class presentations wene given
milenbed the 2-day event and tThanked the OHA Tor
hosting such an ineredible progradn!

OHA PARTNERS WITH
THE WORLD

Well, mot quite, but our staff and boand have parinered
wialh =everal business=ses amnd organizations [hese past
few months, We often bear these guestions, “Does
OHA ally itsell with area businesses for volunbesrs?
ar “Does CHA coaperafe with other culturml smd orts
organizations o produce exhibiis or programs?
The answer is a resounding, Y ES!

Ag port of our normal function as the lorgest history
ety and research center in ONY, OHA roulinely
assists smaller historical organizations with proles-
sional matters. Recently, OHA worked with volunteers
o the Cicero Historicsl Society nnd Sainte Marie
Armomg the lrogudois assisting them with  deafting
museinn policies that will help their staltfs collect
ahjects and documents appropriate 1o their mission
slitements, cmploy  proper exhibdl technigoes,  and
make leans from dividoal lesders. We alze bave
supplicd other organizations with our complste
Collections Management Policy, n 254+-pape document
that covers many policies pertinenl 1o proper imisemm
praciice. Adong with disseminating this infommdtion
o our sister comimunity organizations, OHA guides
members of the general public who woant o properly
preserve grandmother’s wedding dress. Uncle Fred's
military documents. or cowsin Suoe's  family
photopraphs, People are genuinely interested in know -
ing how Lo comectly proserve precious malerials ancd
Famuily hedrlooims.

Our Education Drvectorn, Elaine Wisowaty, i=s affiliated
with mony edocationn]l organizations that  provide
'|11'-:|I'|_'.1.-:i-:1:|1.'|.l development 1o leschers, Some ol These
organizations include the CMNY Teaching Center,
the Syrwcuse City School District Teachers Center
Chondaga County, Lemoyne Collepge, Syroconse
Undversity, West Genesce-5U0 Teachor's Center,
Inmesville-Deewitt-507 Teacher’'s Center: SUNY
Cortland; Omnondags Commuonity Collepes,

Cur ©urator of History, IDennmis Commors, i wery busy
with his own list of cooperative projecis in the
community. Here is a sampling of some of his past,
present, and fulure associalions:

= Annual guest lectuver for Leadership Greater
Syracuse, where he makes a presentation on
Symeuse history to the conference attendees,

= {In=air tour guide  al WONY Tor o progrun that
interpreta the history of local ratlroads.

= Planning for a fulure major traveling exhibition | 9th
century portraitisi Charles Loring Elliott that will

]111_'|ni|_'|' ul the Everson Musceum of Arl.
-kl af el Dkl SOl




OHA PLANS NATIONAL
ELLIOTT EXHIBITION

The name of Charles Loring Ellion {1812-
| BEHE) may mol ring o bell with the average
Mew Yorker, today, but in the 1850s he was
considersd one of the premier poricait
artisls working in the Ulnited States. AL thiat
time, he was based in the New York Chty
arca but Ellion was a native of Central Mew
York and really leunched his career with
commissions  in and  around  Syracuse.
Lo am e when the potential of photography
wis just beginning to be explored, painting
pormaiture was still o highly regarded
profession. s best proactitioners: were well
knowmn and highly sooght afier by leaders
in business, politics and society,

loddasy, portraits by BEIHodr are found  in
muEjor museldins throughout the countiy.
Institutions such as the Pennsylvania
Academy of Fine Arns in Philsdelphia,
the Mationzl Ciallery of Arl in Washingion
and the Boston Museum of Floe Adsts all
have Ellictt works in their collections.

His subjects epresent o marvelous cross
section of Americans [from the 18530s
to 1B60s, They range from John Ericeson,
builder of the Civil War ironclad,
the Momitor, 1o Fredeock Church, omne of
the most famous of ihe Hudson River
School antists. His portrait of Samuel Colt,
inventor of the famous handgun, hangs in the Wadsworth Atheneum in Hartford, Connecticuot,
The atist,s monumental podeat of Matthew Winssaur occupmes an honored place at the college that
berars his name. And Elliott's likeness of Mathew Brady is found at the Metropolitan Museam in New
YWork., He painted governors, industrialists, merchants, auathors, arists, senators, setors. Ananciers,
andd even presidenis.

The Onondaga Historlcal Assoclation owns 20 poctraits by Elllodn the largest single collection in the
naticn, OHA's portraits decument Central Mew York personages and stories, and have pervicdically
been exhibited here. But OHA has long believed that this artist deserves o national exhibition that
showchses The body ol has lite's work.

Aosmall grant in 2004 allowed OHA historian Deands Conners 1o begin working 1o update former
OHA Drirector Richard Wright's research and to assemble n group of advisors o explore the conceps
for @ national show and first-ime catalog, Conmors raveled 1o Mew Yok Chny amcd et wilth several
curators from instiiutions that own Elliot works, Both the commitice and the Mew Yook curators
were encouraging and agreed that an Elliott exhibition is long overdue, The hope is to launch the
show in Syracuse, likely in cooperastion with the Everson Museum. The Everson owns a self-porirait
hw Elhott and o liKeness ol Samoe]l Lamed, narmesake of the Larmed Huilding in Hiwmiovwer Sayuare.

A considerable amount of planndng and fundradsing work remains. I is hoped that the exhibit can
open before the end of the decade, Connors is continuing to assemble research and information about
Ellictt and his subjects, He is also very inferested to leam of other works by Elliott that still may be
in private hands around Centeal Mew York. Thoese with such information are encouvaged to contact
Dennis Connors at the OHA by phone, 315-4283-1864, or by e-mail at djicoha® Juno com.




OHA SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

NMovember 25 - Januwary 8, Christmasz at OHAL 52 Adult £ 51 Child.

December TR, Tostmted Lecture: A History Moystery: How s 230 Year
M Dyoscument Hl.ill'!'il'lﬂ the Armerican Bevolution in Mew York Wound 1..|p
b Syracuse. Presentation by Cuorvator of History, Deanis Connors i
conjunction  with the ongoing exhibic.  History  Rediscoversd:
A Docoment’™s Story, Lectore held st Z:000 pme oot OFLA Musewam,
321 Montgomery S, Syvreascuse, Mew Yook, Call 4281864 {for more
information. 53 members £ 5 non-members.

December 24 & 25, OHA Closed for Christmas,
December 31 & fanuary 1, OHA Closed for Mew Year's Doy,

Janwary 15 2006 CNY Reads Northsiar Conspleacy, OHA Drama
Troupe enacts a chapter of 1%h century abolitionist history for Martin
Luther King Doy, Admission: Donation,

Seemmary 16, OHA Closed Tor Martin Luther King Day.

Febroary 2000, CHNY Reads Momhstor Conspicacy vs Fliebell in the
Might - A Dizcussion of African American Relations in L8530 & 1950 for
Filack History Month. Admission: Donation.

Febraary 12, 2-dpm, Diavies of Adam & Eve by Mark Twaln, Opening
of Special Valentine Exhibit, Light Refreshments. Admission: Donation.

OHA PARTNERS WITH THE WORLD
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o s e e 6- O pew Kid on the block is Chardane Wiainwright who has recently come 1o OHA through the
Cmondaga County Department of Aging., Charlane s special assistant in the development office. Charlane has
participated in o senior fair sponsored by NY5S Senator John DeFrncisco,

Our Besearch Center stal®, Michael Flanagan, Archivist, and Sarah Kozma, Research Associate, recently workesd
on an exhibiae for the Central Mew York Jare Appreciatdon Foundation's event Jarz in the Square. The exhilan
featured some of OHA's photographs of the early jarz era in Svracuse, The Jare Appreciation Foundation held
a reception at the musenm o promole jage appreciation throughout the CNY region.

The Besearch Center stafll combinies 1o submal electronic |_'.'|[:|||.:-E records To the MYS Avchives Tor inclasion i the
Hiztovke Document Inventory online catalog, Anyone in the world who has access 1o the world wide web can now
ag the diversity and sipgnificance of our archival holdings.
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